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Local Charity to Get  One-Day Organizing Overhaul

Los Angeles Organizers Celebrate Get Organized MonthSM By Giving Back

Los Angeles, Calif. – On January 20, 25 volunteers from the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO-LA) will spend the day donating their organizing and efficiency skills and ideas to the local offices of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW/LA).

Each year, in honor of January being Get Organized MonthSM, NAPO-LA chooses a charity to organize. Charities submit an application to be part of the selection process. In previous years, NAPO-LA volunteers have donated $16,000 worth of organizing time to the offices of Project Angel Food and Habitat for Humanity.

“Every year this event is anticipated by our members who donate their skills to a deserving charity in Los Angeles. NAPO-LA is especially happy to give back to the NCJW/LA,” said NAPO-LA President Chris McKenry. “The first step to get organized is letting go of clutter and NCJW/LA Council Thrift Stores have been a great resource for our clients who need to recycle unwanted clutter.  We are looking forward to helping this great organization be even more productive on this special day during Get Organized MonthSM.”

NCJW/LA is a non-sectarian, non-profit organization that provides life-changing services to women and children. The staff and volunteers of NCJW/LA are experts in a broad range of areas. They work with at-risk children, battered women, teen mothers, and lobby in support of important social issues like individual rights and a woman’s right to choose. NCJW/LA has been a respected part of the Los Angeles area for nearly a century and is highly regarded within the communities it serves.

"NCJW/LA is grateful to NAPO for taking the time to reach out and support organizations such as ours.  NCJW/LA, is honored to have been selected as NAPO-LA's charity this year, as in our efforts to serve the needs of the community; we aren't always able to take the time to organize our own offices. NAPO-LA's generosity will allow us to more effectively manage our time enabling us to better provide programs to the many individuals, children and families we serve," said Hillary Selvin, executive director of the NCJW/LA.

~ more ~

Prior to the event, team leaders have been selected from the volunteer organizers. The team leaders will meet with their contact at the NCJW/LA offices prior to the event to assess their organizational needs and what supplies may be needed. The charity will arrange for the supplies they have a budget for and NAPO-LA also seeks to get donations when possible. For many years, NAPO-LA associate member Esselte has donated what they can in filing supplies.

On the day of the event, organizers will split off in to their teams and get down to work.  

This event is not only a welcome treat for the charity, it is also an opportunity for NAPO-LA members to make a contribution to the community, to learn from each other and establish new friendships with their peers.

Following one of NAPO-LA’s past events, professional organizer and volunteer Lenore Sokol said that she got out of it as much as the charity. “The bonding with other NAPO-LA members, as well as with the Habitat for Humanity staff, was priceless. I experienced success and learned a lot in the process!”

Many of the staff at Project Angel Food who had volunteers work with them to get organized were so impressed they were thinking of having their homes organized, too, according to Joya Parenteau of Project Angel Food.

For years, the National Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO) sponsored Get Organized (GO) Week, a program that encouraged local NAPO chapters to coordinate community service events. GO Week promoted the benefits of organization and encouraged media attention. As the industry grew and the popularity of organizing increased, the need for public awareness grew too! NAPO responded with Get Organized MonthSM.

Visit www.napola.org and help the people dedicated to getting you organized, NAPO-LA, celebrate 21 years of professional excellence.  The National Association of Professional Organizers began in Los Angeles in 1985 with a handful of members.  Today, NAPO has 3,500 members around the world and is the largest organization dedicated to the professional organizing industry.  
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